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Local and regional research centres 
within the Catalan linguistic area form a 
rich associative network system with a 
strong attachment to the local community. 
The research, cultural diffusion, and the 
study, valuation, and vindication of the 
region’s heritage are among their main 
goals. One of their reseach fields has to 
do with the ethnological heritage of the 
area.
Els centres de recerca locals i regionals 
de l’àrea lingüística catalana formen una 
rica xarxa associativa amb un fort vincle 
amb les comunitats locals. La recerca, 
la difusió cultural, i l’estudi, la posada 
en valor i la reivindicació del patrimoni 
d’aquest àmbit territorial figuren entre 
els seus principals objectius. Un dels 
seus camps de recerca té a veure amb el 
patrimoni etnològic de la zona.
Local and regional research 
centres: a community-based 
research network1
Introduction
The Catalan linguis-tic area2 is charac-terised by a strong and active asso-ciative network system that influ-
ences different aspects of our social and 
cultural life and with a strong presence 
in the community. The basis of Catalan 
culture is organised into very different 
types of associations, but they all have 
something in common: the will of a 
group of people to work, in an altruistic 
and inclusive way, towards some com-
mon goals that redound to the benefit 
of the whole society.
It is within this associative context where 
local and regional research centres are 
found. They are mainly private non-
profit organisations which work on 
cultural research and diffusion. This is 
a very heterogeneous group, both for 
their organizational management and 
for the type of studies and research fields 
they work in. Most of these centres are 
directly linked to a specific geographical 
area but, in the last few years, there has 
been the proliferation of centres that 
are linked to a specific research field. A 
high percentage of these centres work 
thanks to their members’ implication 
and voluntary work and just a few work 
as professional organizations. The pro-
file of their associate members, board 
members, and researchers is heterogene-
ous, too. We can find people of all ages 
(from 25 to 70) and educational back-
grounds (in the last few years, mainly 
people holding a university degree or 
studying graduate or postgraduate 
courses at university) but they all share 
an interest in the local world. 
Together with universites, museums 
and archives, research centres make a 
major contribution to the study of his-
tory, language, heritage, literature, eth-
nology ... from the community itself, 
in an interdisciplinary and transverse 
way, with rigour, within the local and 
regional context. They study, evalu-
ate, and promote local heritage. Their 
production reaches a diverse audience 
and their activity also contributes to 
generating a feeling of identity and 
belonging.
 This is a well-structured cultural and 
research network with an intense activ-
ity. It has been calculated that this net-
work consists of around four hundred 
centres that, only in Calatonia, have 
about forty-five thousand members. 
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This phenomenon is without much 
parallel in other European countries.
Origin and development of the 
centres3
Back to the end of the 19th and begin-
ning of the 20th century, local research, 
which had a strong development and 
local presence, was undertaken by dif-
ferent kinds of professionals –doctors, 
lawyers, pharmacists, ...–, and just occa-
sionally by social science professionals. 
There were also groups that played an 
important role in local research at that 
time. One of the most relevant ones 
was that taking scientific explorations 
although other groups like those of 
ecclesiastics, folklorists, musicians, and 
geographers were also significant.
The figure of the local expert appeared 
in the mid-19th century as somebody 
somehow connected to the country’s 
cultural life and to general histori-
cal and local research that gradually 
became more and more relevant. Quite 
often though, because of its novelty, 
the valorization of our historical and 
architectural heritage is unacknowl-
edged within its own local community.
It is in the period covering from post-
war to transition4 when there is an eclo-
sion of research centres. The figure of 
the local expert no longer makes sense 
since they do not have to work on their 
own, they now can join these associa-
tions. But it is in the period towards 
democracy when the number of cen-
tres grows exponentially and it has been 
like this ever since.
If we have a look at those years, there is 
a landmark: the creation of the Assem-
blees Intercomarcals d’Estudiosos 
(Interregional Research Conventions). 
Forty-four of them were held. They 
started in 1950 in the town of Mar-
torell and the last one was in 2001 in 
Sant Vicent de Castellet. These con-
ventions have become a reference both 
for local researchers and for research 
centres themselves. We can now say 
that these conventions were a powerful 
stimulus to local research and helped 
foster the contact among researchers, 
in a very incipient attempt of creation 
of the network of research centres.5
During Franco’s dictatorship there is, 
on the one hand, the founding of cen-
tres that later on, in the eighties, set an 
example because of their structure and 
goals and, on the other hand, there are 
organizations promoted by the public 
administration with the aim of con-
trolling and denationalising catalan 
culture. Some of the latter institutions 
have undergone substantial reforms 
in democracy and others have disap-
peared. In the last years of dictatorship 
there is a new process of foundation of 
new centres, which leads, in the eighties, 
to the appearance of numerous organi-
zations that are legally registered and 
democratilly managed. These organi-
zations also show a growing interest in 
coordinating among themselves and 
combining their efforts.
In 1991 the 1st Congrés de Centres 
d’Estudis de Parla Catalana (Congress 
of Catalan Language Research Centres) 
was held. One of the main conclusions 
reached in that congress was the need 
to create a Federation of Catalan Lan-
guage Centres. What was the driving 
force behind the founding of this Fed-
eration of Centres? Knowing there are 
a hundred centres in Catalonia, with 
younger members, with an increading 
number of university-degree holders, 
and a conceptual and methodological 
renewal. There were differences among 
all the centres, both at structural and 
territorial level, but the inclusive idea 
of a common culture necessary to carry 
out the project prevailed.
During the congress, a meeting was 
held where it was decided to set up an 
interim committee in charge of the 
eventual creation of the Coordinadora 
de Centres d’Estudis de Parla Catalana 
(Coordinating Committee of Catalan 
Language Research Centres, CCEPC 
in Catalan), which finally took place 
in the town of Vic in 1992.
The CCEPC6 is a federal entity based in 
the Institut d’Estudis Catalans (Institute 
of Catalan Studies) thanks to an agree-
ment that brings together one hun-
dred and twenty-five research centres 
all over the Catalan linguistic area. Its 
main functions are the coordination 
and support of the member organiza-
tions. With its activities it has fostered 
5th CCEPC Congress: Landscape, territory, and society. Maó 2005. IRMU ARCHIVE
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reseach, with different congresses, the 
promotion of all the projects and tasks 
done by the centres through different 
publications like the journal Frontissa, 
the coordination of diffusion research 
projects from a vast number of organiza-
tions and regions by means of exhibi-
tions. An example of these is the first 
joint itinerant exhibition: Lluís Com-
panys and his time. The CCEPC is an 
example of how, with scare resources 
but concentrated efforts, work can be 
done rigorously and competently and 
how collaborative work contributes to a 
greater visibility of the different existing 
realities. The fact that its members are 
quite a heterogeneous group is of great 
benefit but it has also been a drawback 
at times when it was necessary to find 
interlocutors or resources. 
Being finally coordinated was a decisive 
factor to be offered the opportunity, by 
the Catalan government (Generalitat 
de Catalunya), of creating a foundation 
that would support research centres 
and institutions.
That is how in 2003 the Institut Ramon 
Muntaner was founded. It is a private 
foundation of the Centres i Instituts 
d’Estudis dels Territoris de Parla Cata-
lana (Catalan Language Research Cen-
tres) (IRMU)7 based in Móra la Nova 
(Ribera d’Ebre). IRMU is a foundation 
participated by the Catalan govern-
ment and the CCEPC equally. The 
Departament de Cultura de la Gen-
eralitat de Catalunya (Department of 
Culture of the Generalitat of Catalo-
nia), through the Direcció General 
de Cultura Popular, Associacionisme 
i Acció Culturals (Directorate Gen-
eral for Popular Culture, Cultural 
Action and Associativism), provides 
support to research centres thanks to 
the implication and resources offered 
to Institut Ramon Muntaner clearly 
encouraging any project carried out by 
this institution and recognising their 
importance to the Catalan culture. The 
results achieved along these years are a 
consequence of the good understand-
ing and cooperation between public 
administration and civil society.
The Institut Ramon Muntaner is at 
the service of research centres and its 
main goals are:
•	 Support and disseminate the 
research and cultural projects carried 
out by the local and regional research 
centres in the Catalan linguistic area 
by means of:
 - Projects that can benefit all research 
centres, e.g. the creation of a web por-
tal, the digitalization of their biblio-
graphical material, the organization 
of the annual RECERCAT meeting, 
or the promotion of debates.
 - Grants for research, activities, pub-
lications and infrastructures: In its 
eleven years of existence, IRMU 
has issued 9 calls for research pro-
jects; 13 for activites, and 10 for 
publications. Almost 200 research 
and/or cultural projects, over 400 
activities and more than 500 pub-
lications have been granted.
 - Logistic support for projects and 
activities.
•	 Another main goal is to promote 
linked projects. The Institut Ramon 
Muntaner aims to encourage com-
munication and cooperation among 
research centres. Sharing experi-
ences, activities, and studies enriches 
and greatly helps any individual 
work done by each and every centre 
and it also helps give them visibility 
in the scientific and academic world 
and in society.
The Institut Ramon Muntaner is in 
contact and collaborates with many 
institutions and organizations, both 
to generate useful tools for research 
centres and to coordinate and facilitate 
the participation of these centres in 
bigger projects.
At present, the Institut Ramon Mun-
taner web portal, www.irmu.cat, offers 
information about 302 research centres 
in the Catalan linguistic area. 
The activity of research centres8
The activity of research centres can be 
summarised in the following sections:
1) Research, application, and return 
to society
Research projects. Often the internal 
organization of the centres promotes 
interdisciplinary teams. 
 - For example, there is a study, cur-
rently in progress, on the subject of 
ethnopoetics in the Penedès area by 
the Institut d’Estudis Penedesencs 
(Institute of Studies in the Penedès) 
that integrates researchers from dif-
ferent backgrounds. 
Research promotion with local and 
regional grants and awards.
 - At present, 33 grants and awards are 
given annually, 9 of which are research 
awards for secondary schools. Around 
90,000€ are earmarked for this. It 
must be said that very often getting 
an award means having the research 
project published, which very clearly 
helps promotion. 
Research transfer with different pub-
lications (monographs, scientific and 
cultural journals), and their digitaliza-
tion and inclusion in reference reposi-
tories like RACO (Open Access Cata-
lan Journals)9 to make them widely 
available. 
 - Research centres are second only to 
Universitat de Barcelona in providing 
data for the RACO repository so that 
their research can be made public and 
internationalised (RACO is linked 
with EUROPEANA and OAISTER, 
currently part of OCLC). 
By the end of 2013 there were 49 
journals, amounting to 1,398 issues 
and 16,816 full articles.
The number of visits to consult 
these journals in 2013 amounted to 
730,103.
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Localization of research centres. The map shows only 300 centres and 216 towns hosting a research centre. There are two centres 
that are not shown: Centre d’Estudis Socials d’Osona (Osona’s Social Research Centre), which is closed but still a member to make 
its publication Vicgrafies available, and the Associació Germano-Catalana (German-Catalan Association), which is based in Germany. 
Source: Institut Ramon Muntaner using a map of the Catalan Countries (Països Catalans).  
COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL MAP, COURTESY OF THE INSTITUT CARTOGRÀFIC DE CATALUNYA (CARTOGRAPHIC INSTITUTE OF CATALONIA)
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There are currently ten journals pend-
ing incorporation. 
Examples of some journals on the 
RACO web:
TERME, edited by the Centre 
d’Estudis Històrics de Terrassa 
(Terrassa Centre for Historical 
Studies). www.raco.cat/index.
php/terme 
Aguaits, edited by the Institut 
d’Estudis Comarcals de la Marina 
Alta (Marina Alta Regional 
Research Institute). www.raco.
cat/index.php/Aguaits 
Eivissa, edited by the Institut 
d’Estudis Eivissencs (Eivissa 
Research Institute). www.raco.
cat/index.php/Eivissa 
Dovella, edited by the Cen-
tre d’Estudis del Bages (Bages 
Research Institute). www.raco.
cat/index.php/Dovella 
We are now working on a project that 
aims to allow research centres to be 
part of the repository in the Depar-
tament de Cultura (Department of 
Culture), Calaix10, where all their 
research can be stored.
 - Another ongoing project aims to 
distribute all the publications by the 
different research centres through 
Nus de Llibres and offer them for 
sale on its web page www.bestiari.
net and the book shops part of the 
Bestiari Group.
Exhibitions to make the research done 
by the centres public. Most of these 
exhibitions are itinerant. The data 
related to the exhibitions presented 
in 2013 are:
Total number of 
exhibitions presented 
or arranged by 
research centres in 
2013
189 exhibitions
Own production 
exhibitions 155 exhibitions
External exhibitions 34 exhibitions
Centres that 
organized exhibitions 60 centres
Educational material is produced 
so that it can reach a wider audience.
 - A considerable effort is being made 
in order to transfer research results to 
the field of education. Many of these 
projects include the production and 
distribution of this material to schools 
and education centres. 
An exciting project that is being cur-
rently carried out is “The profession 
triangle” promoted by La Galera, 
Mas de Barberans, and La Sénia town 
councils, located in the south area of 
Catalonia, and the Centre d’Inter-
pretació de la Terrissa de la Galera 
(La Galera Pottery Interpretation 
Centre), the Associació Cultural lo 
“Lliscó” (Lliscó Cultural Associa-
tion), and the Centre d’Estudis Seni-
encs (La Sénia Research Centre). The 
aim of this project is to promote some 
artisan crafts so that their continuity 
can be ensured: woodworking, wick-
erwork, and pottery. In this kind of 
projects, it is important to underline 
the importance of web 2.0 resources 
since they have a fundamental role 
in spreading knowledge and attract 
wider audiences.
Debates are promoted in congresses, 
conferences, and seminars and they are 
often connected with the academic 
world:
 - Annually research centres schedule 
about a hundred congresses and 
conferences with the aim of dealing 
with diverse study fields from a local 
perspective.
 - A recent example addressed to all the 
centres and with a deep involvement 
from the academic world is the 9th 
CCEPC Congress, entitled “After 
the Nova Planta decrees: changes 
and continuity in the Catalan lan-
guage territories”, which studies the 
consequences of the Spanish succes-
sion war in the catalan speaking area 
during XVIIIth century, that took 
place in Cervera on 21st and 22nd 
February 2014.
2) Heritage revitalisation and mana-
gement 
Research centres revitalise, assess, and 
sometimes manage heritage. 
Revitalisation of heritage equipment 
and elements. 
 - Research centres have enormous 
potential within this field since their 
management of heritage elements 
offers the visitor a high-quality ser-
vice. Research centres can ensure the 
safe-keeping of cultural heritage. This 
should allow having more heritage 
elements open to the public and plac-
ing more importance on them so that 
they can be better exploited both at an 
educational and touristic level. 
 - There exist some research centres that 
manage cultural equipment and her-
itage elements, for example the Patro-
nat d’Estudis Osonencs (Research 
Activity held at the Roman temple of Vic, managed by the Patronat d’Estudis Osonencs 
(Research Foundation of Osona). IRMU ARCHIVES
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Foundation of Osona) is in charge 
of the Roman Temple of Vic or the 
Amics del Castell de Gelida (Asso-
ciation Amics of Gelida Castle) is in 
charge of the cultural promotion of 
the castle. 
Promotion of the safe-keeping of 
heritage 
 - Research centres raise awareness of 
the importance of the safe-keeping 
of heritage. 
Tour design 
 - Research centres design tours in order 
to get to know our local heritage and 
any research related to it. 
An example of these tours is the 
series of tours designed by Grups 
de Recerca de Barcelona (Barcelona 
Research Groups) in commemora-
tion of the centenary of the Tragic 
Week (1909-2009). This project led 
to the publication of a book and the 
presentation of an exhibition. The 
tours can now be found at http://
www.irmu.org/projects/patrimoni-
alItineraries and some educational 
resources were created so that they 
can be used when there are schools 
visiting. This collaboration of Grups 
de Recerca de Barcelona (Barcelona 
Research Groups) has consolidated 
and new tours of the Spanish Civil 
War and of the tercentenary of the 
War of Succession in 2013-2014 
have been designed.
Participation in the European Heri-
tage Days 
 - The close link established by the 
centres between heritage and its 
promotion makes them an essential 
contributor to the European Herit-
age Days. Moreover, the members 
of the different organizations are the 
main audience in these events. In the 
previous editions about fifty different 
activities were proposed.
Creation of working groups for heri-
tage study, assessment, and protec-
tion. 
 - Many centres have specific sections 
for any issues related to heritage. 
These sections organise exhibitions, 
debates, tours, and publish their 
research.
Management of archives
 - Many research centres are in charge 
of archives and it is important that 
they are catalogued, digitalised, and 
available to researchers. The collabo-
ration between research centres and 
local archives is also very important.
3) Online work 
The following are some examples of 
this collaborative work:
 - The web portal www.irmu.cat is a 
reference tool for local and regional 
research and cultural activity. It 
brings information of 302 organi-
zations and it is constantly growing. 
 - Regional meetings of research centres 
(there are 14 annual meetings with 
an average of 25 institutions each).
 - Recercat, congress on local culture 
and research in the Catalan linguistic 
area, in which about 120 institutions 
take part. In 2014 it was held in Cen-
tre Arts Santa Mònica in Barcelona. 
In 2015 it will be held in Vilafranca 
del Penedès.
 - Collective exhibitions like “The 
rural world in the Catalan linguistic 
Tour in the districts of Clot-Camp de l’Arpa in Barcelona. SOURCE: TALLER D’HISTÒRIA DEL CLOT-CAMP DE L’ARPA (HISTORY WORKSHOP OF CLOT-CAMP DE L’ARPA)
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area”. It is a joint project led by three 
instituions: the Coordinadora de 
Centres d’Estudis de Parla Catalana 
(Coordinating Committe of Cata-
lan Language Research Centres), the 
Institut Ramon Muntaner, and the 
Fundació del Món Rural (Founda-
tion of the Rural World). The project 
consists of different parts:
An image database available at 
Memòria Digital de Catalunya (The 
Digital Memory of Catalonia). This 
repository has become a useful tool 
for researchers and on some occasions 
we have been asked to manage image 
rights so that some pictures can be 
published. 
A travelling exhibition of which 
two copies have been made. 
A catalogue. 
Images from 180 different repo-
sitories were collected, both from 
institutions and individuals. 
The exhibition will tour over sixty 
towns and villages, most of them in 
Catalonia. One of the copies is still 
on tour in 2014.
It has been a complement to other 
activities like fairs or local festivals, 
but it has also stimulated an intense 
cultural activity with conferences, 
round-table discussions, guided tours 
and congresses.
The total cost of the project was 
around 50,000€. Taking into account 
the number of venues and all the 
activities it has brought with it, we can 
conclude it has proven to be highly 
profitable.
Another example of online work is 
the compilation of the Inventari del 
Patrimoni Festiu de Catalunya (Festi-
val Heritage Inventory of Catalonia). 
The project has been completed in a 
year and a half and around 10,500 
files have been collected.
4) Communication 
 - The number of participants in social 
networks and the number of digital 
journals is constantly increasing. 
 - Agreements with different means 
of communication to promote the 
research carried out by research cen-
tres. For example: doing reviews of the 
different publications generated by 
research centres in the Culture Sup-
plement of the newspaper Punt Avui.
 - Edition of Plecs d’Història Local,11 
supplement of L’Avenç
In 2007 the Institut Ramon Mun-
taner and the Coordinadora de 
Centres d’Estudis de Parla Catalana 
(Coordinating Committe of Cata-
lan Language Research Centres) took 
over the direction of Plecs. 
In July 2013 Plecs reached the mile-
stone of 150 issues and a special edi-
tion was published on the role of the 
journal in the local history of the 
Catalan linguistic area. 
Plecs d’Història Local is still a source of 
reference for Catalan historiography.
5) Cultural, social, and economic revi-
talisation 
 - With all their activity, research centres 
contribute, directly and indirectly, to 
local economic development (new 
jobs, revitalisation of local cultural 
industries, etc). This is exemplified by 
the data obtained from the publica-
tions subsidised by IRMU in 2013 
(data gathered from the 47 publica-
tions of that year): 
The total amount spent for all the 
publications is 38,450€.
Opening of the 10th edition of Recercat, which took place in 2014
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Exhibition “The rural world in the Catalan linguistic area” in Santes Creus Monastery. CCEPC ARCHIVES
The total expenses necessary to 
cover journal edition (layout, 
design, binding, printing, and cor-
recting) amounts to 198,720€.
The funds have been distributed 
among different kinds of peri-
odical publications: scientific 
(58.4%), general interest (5%), 
and monographs (36.6%).
Like in the preceding editions, 
over 85% of the funds go directly 
to local and/or regional printing 
companies, graphic design agen-
cies, and proofreaders. The rest 
of needs are covered preferably 
within the province. 
Most research centres (81.6%) 
are based in Catalonia and they 
cover almost the whole country. 
Followed far behind, we can find 
the research centres in the Valen-
cian Country (13.3%), France, 
Aragon, and Andorra all get 
1.66%.
 - The Recercat Card has been cre-
ated in order to have an identifica-
tion tool for those connected with 
research centres, promote cultural 
industries, and offer advantages to 
the members of research centres in 
compensation for their implication. 
Research centres and 
ethnological research 
One of the many research fields 
research centres are involved in is that 
of ethnological heritage. Although it is 
true that research centres have always 
focused on ways of life, traditions, eve-
ryday life, etc. and have contributed to 
their preservation and promotion, it is 
not until the end of the 20th century 
that research in that field becomes sys-
tematised and some methodological 
guidelines are established. 
The incorporation of the Institut 
Ramon Muntaner in 2005 into the 
Observatori del Patrimoni Etnològic i 
Immaterial de Catalunya (Observatory 
for Intangible and Ethnological Herit-
age of Catalonia), point of reference 
of ethnological research in Catalonia, 
which is responsible to the Direcció 
General de Cultura Popular, Associ-
acionisme i Acció Culturals (Direc-
torate General for Popular Culture, 
Cultural Action, and Associativism) of 
the Department of Culture, has helped 
to make the information gathered or 
generated by research centres public. 
This has contributed to the multipli-
cation of data sources in the Catalan 
linguistic area and consequently the 
number of analysis and documenta-
tion projects has also increased. Moreo-
ver, the last grant calls by the Institut 
Ramon Muntaner have focused on 
ethnological research in order to foster 
this field of study in the Catalan lin-
guistic area. When it comes to grants 
for projects, we try to encourage work-
ing groups with members of differ-
ent institutions and regions in order 
to promote comparative studies. The 
results achieved in the research done by 
research centres both in the context of 
the calls by the Department of Culture 
and by the Institut Ramon Muntaner 
are deposited in the Inventari del Patri-
moni Etnològic de Catalunya (Obser-
vatory for Ethnological Heritage of 
Catalonia) and can be consulted. 
Research on ethnology uses and com-
bines different data gathering meth-
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ods. Among the methods used by the 
researchers of our centres, field work 
and databases of oral and documentary 
sources are two of the main ones. 
It must be noted that a large number 
of institutions keep and manage docu-
mentary collections and ethnological 
assets. Very often, these collections 
are built up by each centre as a way of 
documenting and keeping ethnologi-
cal information but an important part 
is the legacy from local people. The 
inventory and cataloguing of this data 
has sometimes been the base of some 
research, on some other occasions, it 
has been the initial step in creating col-
lections and archives that can eventu-
ally lead to the creation of museums 
or ethnological interpretation cen-
tres. Some examples of institutions 
that keep their own collection are the 
Centre d’Estudis de Sant Cebrià (Sant 
Cebrià Research Centre), the Amics 
de Nonasp (Association of Amics de 
Centre de desenvolupament rural. Museu de la Pauma (Centre of rural development. Museum of La Pauma) in Mas de Barberans. 
Santi Martorell. SOURCE: MUSEU DE LA PAUMA (MUSEUM OF LA PAUMA)
Nonasp), the Associació Cultural del 
Montserrat (Cultural Association of 
Montserrat) or the Grup de Recerca de 
Cervelló (Cervelló Research Group).
Gathering oral data is one of the main 
tools for research centres and many 
of their interdisciplinary studies are 
based on it. Local research intimately 
involves research centres and oral his-
tory. Research centres can easily access 
first-hand accounts, which place a high 
value on their research. The privilege 
of being part of the community often 
makes them a meeting point for those 
interested in studying oral history or 
everyday life since research centres 
can put them in contact with possi-
ble informants and their studies are 
available to other researchers. The 
importance of oral history was patently 
obvious in the 3rd CCEPC Con-
gress, which took place in 2001 and 
was entitled “Oral Sources. Research 
in the Catalan Linguistic Area”. The 
papers presented at that congress were 
compiled and edited in 2003 and 
in 2008 the Direcció General de la 
Memòria Democràtica (Directorate 
General for Democratic Memory) and 
the Diputació of Tarragona asked the 
Coordinadora de Centres d’Estudis de 
Parla Cataana (Coordinating Com-
mitte of Catalan Language Research 
Centres) to publish “Tools for studies 
on oral memory”. The book became 
a reality thanks to the contribution of 
many researchers from different cen-
tres and it is now a reference book on 
oral memory since it establishes basic 
methodological guidelines. 
The major research topics are: 
•	 The social imaginary: myths, festivi-
ties, and religiosity.
 - the gathering and study of exam-
ples of the social imaginary in the 
community like goigs (religious 
poetic compositions), songs, say-
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NOTES
1 The members of the Institut Ramon Muntaner 
(Mercè Roca, Núria Sauch, Pineda Vaquer, 
Carles Barrull and Elena Espuny) have par-
ticipated in this article summarizing the data 
in it.
2 The Catalan speaking territories are currently in 
four different European states: Spain, France, 
Italy, and Andorra and within these states, in dif-
ferent regions. Catalonia, the border of Aragon, 
the Valencian Country, and the Balearic Islands 
in Spain; the counties in Northern Catalonia: 
Capcir, Vallespir, Conflent, and Rosselló, in 
Fance; and the town of Alghero in Sardinia, 
Italy. In Andorra, Catalan is the official language. 
3 Part of the information in this section is taken 
from: N. Figueras i Capdevila, M. Carme 
Jiménez Fernández and J. Santesmases i 
Ollé (2008), Memòria del Primer Congrés 
d’Associacionisme Cultural Català, Ens de 
Comunicació Associativa, pp. 194-196.
4 By postwar we mean the period that goes from 
after the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) until 
1975. The transition goes approximately from 
1975 to 1982. 
5 In 2010 the Institut Cartogràfic de Catalunya 
(Cartographic Institute of Catalonia), the Coor-
dinadora de Centres d’Estudis de Parla Cata-
lana (the Coordinating Committee of Catalan 
Language Research Centres), and the Institut 
Ramon Muntaner organized the 1st Josep M. 
Domènech i Fargas Research Award in order to 
promote research projects on topics related to 
local and regional research centres. The topic 
selected for the 1st edition is “Les assemblees 
intercomarcals d’estudiosos” (“Interregional 
research conventions”). This is an ongoing 
project.
6 For further information: www.ccepc.org
7 For further information: www.irmu.cat 
8 The data in this section are taken from the 
weekly agenda, the analysis of the annual grant 
calls, and the RACO web portal. 
9 For further information: www.raco.cat
10 For further information: www.calaix.gencat.cat
11 The full text will shortly be available on www.
raco.cat
12 SAGUER, Enric [coord.] (2005). Els últims 
hereus: Història oral dels propietaris rurals 
gironins, 1930-2000. Barcelona: Generalitat 
de Catalunya, Departament de Cultura (Temes 
d’etnologia de Catalunya; 10). 466 p.
13 HACHUEL FERNÁNDEZ, Esther [et al.] 
(2010). Casa meva no és un problema par-
ticular: Satisfacció residencial, limitacions i 
estratègies des de les vivències. Sant Feliu 
de Llobregat: Edicions del Llobregat (Estudis; 
3). 120 p.
ings, nicknames, tales, myths, leg-
ends, festive elements, etc.
•	 Lifestyle and work
 - From the initial description of 
ways of working and rural sociabil-
ity (which later on included urban 
sociability), widely covered topics 
in the 1980s and 1990s, we have 
now moved on to the analysis of the 
evolution and research of old trades 
and occupations and traditional 
artisan methods that disappeared 
with industrialisation. Industriali-
sation processes and workers’ social 
conditions have also been studied 
by research centres.
•	 Popular architecture and traditional 
industrial heritage
 - Popular architecture and dry stone 
constructions have been studied 
and catalogued by research centres. 
There are publications, seminars, 
exhibitions, guided tours ... on the 
topic, which have contributed to 
the knowledge, assessment, and 
rehabilitation of this heritage. 
Research centres have also helped 
promote our traditional industrial 
heritage and make people aware of 
its importance.
There are some outstanding research 
studies that have been carried out in the 
last years: “Els últims hereus. Història 
Oral dels propietaris rurals gironins, 
1930-2000” (“The last hereus. Oral 
history of rural owners in Girona, 
1930-2000”), on oral history, written 
by Enric Saguer from the l’Associació 
d’Història Rural (Association of Rural 
History) within the programme of the 
Inventari del Patrimoni Etnològic de la 
Direcció General de la Cultura Popular 
(Observatory for Ethnological Her-
itage of the Directorate General for 
Popular Culture), edited in 200512. 
“Casa meva no és un problema particu-
lar. Satisfacció residencial, limitacions i 
estratègies des de les vivències” (“Home 
is not a private problem. Satisfaction 
with residence, limitations and strate-
gies from one’s own experience”), by 
Esther Hachuel, Nolasc Riba, Carles 
Riba, and José Luis Atienza from the 
Centre d’Estudis Comarcals del Baix 
Llobregat (Baix Llobregat research 
centre), edited in 201013. “L’inventari 
de campanars i campanes dels muni-
cipis de la comarca de les Garrigues” 
(“Inventory of bell towers and bells in 
the county of Les Garrigues”) by Cen-
tre d’Estudis de les Garrigues (Les Gar-
rigues research centre) and the Centre 
d’Estudis Locals del Vilosell (the local 
research centre of El Vilosell).
Conclusion 
Research centres are part of the cul-
tural heritage of Catalonia at the service 
of historical, heritage, ethnological, 
and social research. Their activity is 
geographically spread but vast and it 
is the base of many studies on local 
or regional issues. Without their pro-
duction and their archives and collec-
tions, a huge part of Catalan historical 
memory and ethnology would be lost. 
As stated, in the last few years a con-
siderable effort has been made to make 
our reseach available to the largest pos-
sible audience and to encourage collab-
oration with other research institutions 
like universities, archives or museums.
But our challenges for the future are 
many: increase the number of collabo-
rations, improve joint projects, raise 
the visibility and access to our research, 
increase the use of web 2.0 tools and 
encourage their use as reseach and edu-
cational platforms. n
